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 unsurpassed in height for thousands of years after their construction 
 these incredible structures were the result of many experiments, some more successful than others, and represent 

an apogee in the development of the royal mortuary complex. 
 built over the span of three generations by the rulers Khufu, Khafre, and Menkaure. Each pyramid was part of a 

royal mortuary complex that also included a temple at its base and a long stone causeway (some nearly 1 

kilometer in length) leading east from the plateau to a valley temple 
 In addition to these major structures, several smaller pyramids belonging to queens are arranged as satellites. A 

major cemetery of smaller tombs, known as mastabas (Arabic for ‘bench’ in reference to their shape—flat-roofed, 

rectangular, with sloping sides), fills the area to the east and west of the pyramid of Khufu and were constructed 

in a grid-like pattern for prominent members of the court. Being buried near the pharaoh was a great honor and 

helped ensure a prized place in the afterlife. 
 The shape of the pyramid was a solar reference 

o connected to the sacred ben-ben stone, an icon of the primeval mound that was considered the place of 

initial creation. The pyramid was considered a place of regeneration for the deceased ruler 

 construction – uncertain – however: 
o It is likely that there was a permanent group of skilled craftsmen and builders who were supplemented by 

seasonal crews of approximately 2,000 conscripted peasants. These crews were divided into gangs of 200 

men, with each group further divided into teams of 20 
o  

 Khufu – “Great” pyramid – biggest took 20 years to build 
o One hundred thousand people worked on the great structure for three months of each year 
o Not slave labor 
o sides are oriented to the four cardinal points of the compass and the length of each side at 

the base is 755 feet 
o original height was 481 feet . . .currently 451 feet 
o 2,300,000 limestone blocks, each weighing an average of 2.5 tons. Some blocks weigh as 

much as 16 tons. For centuries, the Great Pyramid was encased in smooth limestone, but 

this was plundered in our era to build Cairo 

 Khafre (son of Khufu) 

o 447.5 feet tall – built on higher ground so it appears taller 
o Khafre also built the Great Sphinx, which is 66 feet high and 240 feet long and is part of 

Khafre’s pyramid complex 
 represents Ra-Harakhte, the sun god, as he rises in the east at dawn but the face of 

the Sphinx is a portrait of Khafre himself, and is contemporary with his pyramid. It 

was carved from an outcropping of limestone left after quarrying the stone for his 

father’s pyramid 
 

 Menkaura (son of Khafre) 
o original height of 228 feet 

 



 



 

 


